Legidation introduced to overhaul aguatic invasive species rules and regul ations

Sen. Tom Casperson (R-Escanaba) has introduced |egidlation that would enact
significant changes to state law with respect to control of aguatic invasive species. SB
444, introduced on June 20, would amend the Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Act to do the following:

e Create multi-year permits that would be good for three years instead of one
with adiscount in the permit fee in the 3 year,

e Allow feesto be paid and applications to be submitted electronicaly,

e Advance the DEQ approval deadlineto April 1,

e Specify that the DEQ can begin work on permit applications or anendments
to permits while the fee is being processed,

e Ensure DEQ can process permits year-round,

e Allow applicants to resubmit portions of permits to address points of concern
if an application is denied rather than requiring resubmission of the entire
application,

e Prohibit DEQ from charging another fee for resubmitted applications or
amendments,

e Specify that an application is considered to be approved if DEQ misses the
deadlinesin the bill if the proposed treatment area is the same as was
approved before,

e Requirethe DEQ to keep track of inland water bodies affected by aquatic
nuisance species and list those bodies on the DEQ website.

e Permittees can expand their treatment area without waiting for DEQ approval
if the treatment is for the same species and utilizes the same approach as
already approved in the permit simply by requiring notification to DEQ and
payment of the potential difference between fees.

Additionally, local units of government would now be able to adopt an ordinance
to help control, prevent, or eradicate aguatic invasive species as follows:

e Localswould be allowed to charge afee on the launching or use of avessel on
awaterbody to help with control efforts, administration (no more than 5% of
the total fee), and enforcement if the DEQ verifies awaterbody isinfested. A
fee could not be charged after an invasive species is eradicated,

e The ordinance may exempt non-profits, government entities, or biologists
hel ping with treatment, and

e The ordinance would only be enforceable if 50% of the locals with
jurisdiction over the waterbody or 2/3 of the shoreline adopt the same
ordinance.



The legidation was referred to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources,
Environment, and Great Lakes, chaired by Sen. Casperson. The Senate isin recess for
most of the summer, other than individual session days every two weeks, so the bill will
not likely receive attention until the legislation returns to full session in the last week of
August at the earliest. However, MWA members should take time to familiarize
themselves with the details of the bill now, asit may see committee testimony and/or
action in the fall, given numerous complaints legislators have received from local
lakefront property owners and associations over current DEQ aquatic nuisance species
control permit processes. The text of the bill is available at the following link:

http://www.leqgidl ature.mi.gov/documents/2013-2014/billintroduced/ Senate/pdf/2013-
SIB-0444.pdf



http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2013-2014/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2013-SIB-0444.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2013-2014/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2013-SIB-0444.pdf
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